
 

 

 

25th November 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Wearing of face coverings at school (secondary) 
 
The Welsh Government has updated its guidance on the use of face coverings in 
schools and on dedicated school transport for year 7 and up. The most recent 
Ministerial statements is as follows: 
 
“It is vital that young people, parents and the workforce feel confident that all 
measures are being taken to ensure the school environment is as a safe as possible. 
 
The Welsh Government has updated its operational guidance on the use of face 
coverings in schools and colleges. The move follows the publication of SAGE 
evidence and a recent TAG report. We have been clear that we will keep every 
policy under review and will continue to follow scientific advice. 
 
The new guidance is simple to follow, easier to administer and ensures that there is 
a consistent policy across Wales. 
 
The guidance now states that face coverings should be worn: 
 

 in all areas outside the classroom by staff and learners in secondary 
schools and colleges 

 on dedicated school and college transport for learners in year 7 and up 
 by visitors to all schools and colleges, including parents and carers 

picking up and collecting children 
  

Social distancing and washing hands remain the most important measures that 
everyone in Wales must continue to take. Wearing face coverings can complement 
these measures, ensuring we are doing everything we can to keep ourselves and 
others safe. 
 
To reduce the risk of transmission amongst parents and relatives, please wear 
masks when visiting school, and at drop-off and collection areas. Maintaining clear 
social distance at the school gates will also reduce risk and set a good example to 
pupils.   
 
Along with regular hand washing/sanitising and social distancing, this will reduce the 
risk of spreading COVID-19 at school as far as possible.” 
 
In following this new guidance, all staff and pupils should wear face masks in all 
areas of the school. Therefore, from Monday 30th November 2020 all pupils will be 
required to wear a face covering when inside any building in school. Coverings will 
need to be worn upon entry to all buildings until pupils are seated at their desk in a 

https://gov.wales/technical-advisory-group-evidence-review-children-and-young-people-under-18-preschool-school-or


 

classroom. Coverings can then be removed. At the end of each lesson, face 
coverings will again need to be worn until pupils reach their next lesson. 
 
Face coverings will also need to be worn on entry to the canteens, while ordering 
and paying for food and when finding a seat. Face coverings can then be removed. 
On leaving canteens our pupils will again need to wear a face covering. If pupils are 
using picnic tables outside for dining, they may of course, remove face covering for 
this purpose. 
 
We would encourage face coverings to be washable and reusable rather than 
disposable in nature. The school has provided such face coverings to all pupils. Please 
ensure that your child is equipped with a face covering and also a spare. This will help 
to address environmental sustainability and reduce potential littering problems. 
 
Should there be a specific medical reason as to why your child cannot wear a face 
covering, we would be grateful if you could contact the school to enable us to discuss 
the situation. 
 
Please follow these guidelines and encourage your child to follow theirs too. The 
guidelines have been made stronger to keep you and your families as safe as 
possible. They are based on new advice from Welsh Government’s Technical 
Advisory Group, as we learn more about the way COVID-19 is transmitted. 
 
Thank you for your help in doing all we can – together - to keep ourselves and others 
safe. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 

RK Pawar  
Headteacher 

 


