
 

 

 

 

September 8th 2020 

Dear Parent or Carer 

 

Following yesterday evening’s communication, you will be aware that Public Health Wales has 

advised the school that children in Year 7 at Bryntirion must self-isolate for 14 days. This is due to 

the identification of a single positive case of COVID-19 with a child in Year 7 who had attended 

school on Friday 4th September. With great reluctance and disappointment, we followed this 

advice in order to safeguard the well-being of the child, and to maintain the well-being of other 

pupils at the school. 

 

I would like to provide some additional information that may be of use to families at this time. 

Please note that we have taken this information from official guidance. 

 

A - Engagement with the Test, Trace, Protect (TTP) Strategy 

The school has followed Public Health Wales advice regarding the investigation and management 

of this incident, engaging with the Test, Trace, and Protect strategy and applying the latest 

guidance. https://gov.wales/test-trace-protect-html. This requires students and staff to elf-isolate if 

they have been in close contact with someone who develops coronavirus symptoms or someone 

who tests positive for coronavirus. 

 

B – What is considered as ‘contact’? 

 

A contact is defined as someone who has had close contact during this period, specifically: 

 Within one metre of the person who has tested positive and has been coughed on, had a face-to- 

face conversation, had skin-to-skin physical contact, or been in other forms of contact within one 

metre for one minute or longer 

 Within two metres of the person testing positive for more than 15 minutes 

 Having travelled in a vehicle with the person who has tested positive  

 

 

 

 

https://gov.wales/test-trace-protect-html


 

C – What does ‘self-isolation’ require? 

The following information is taken from Welsh government guidance on ‘Contact Tracing’, and is 

applicable to children who have been asked to self-isolate. 

https://gov.wales/contact-tracing-your-questions#section-43138  

 

If you are told to self-isolate because you have been in contact with a person who has  

coronavirus: 

 You will be asked to self-isolate for 14 days to make sure you do not spread the virus. It is important 

to do this even if you do not have symptoms. If you have been infected, you could become infectious 

to others at any point up to 14 days.  

 Members of your family are not required to self-isolate, but they should follow the general social 

distancing guidance and avoid contact with you whilst you are isolating at home. 

 You will be asked to monitor your symptoms so that you get tested as soon as possible if needed. 

You will only be advised to take a test if you are displaying symptoms. Testing while asymptomatic 

can generate false negatives and is therefore not recommended. 

 The NHS Wales Test, Trace, Protect service is there to support you through the process, particularly 

if you are vulnerable or if you have concerns about self-isolation. https://gov.wales/safe-help/if-i-

need-to-stay-at-home 

 

D - How will we support Year 7 learning at home during this period? 

We have been working on updated learning plans; these are similar in nature to distance learning 

arrangements operated by the school during the lockdown period. Further information regarding this 

will be communicated to parents and students in all year groups. As Year 7 pupils are not yet familiar 

with our online learning platforms (TEAMs, Classcharts), we will be focusing on literacy and 

numeracy skills during this period. We have posted paper materials to all Year 7 students this week, 

and will provide further information and resources at the start of next week. 

 

Once again, thank for your support today. We are very sorry for the disruption to learning and to 

family lives during these first two weeks, and we look forward to a successful return to school for all 

Year 7 pupils on Monday 21 September. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

RK Pawar – Headteacher  
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