
 

 

 

 

 

 

RE:  Arrangements for the final week of term (14th – 18th December 2020) 

December 14th 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers 

On Friday 11th December you received a letter from the Director of Education, Lindsay Harvey, 

informing parents about new common arrangements for the final week of term in Bridgend schools.   

The current end-of-term arrangements for Bridgend schools are as follows: 

 the last day of physical attendance for all pupils at Bridgend secondary schools will be Friday 

11 December; 

 all secondary school pupils will receive blended learning at home during the week 

commencing Monday 14 December; 

I can confirm that all pupils in Years 7 – 13 will receive their lessons through blended learning at 

home from Monday 14th December until the end of term on Friday 18th December.  

A - Stage 3 – Whole teaching groups/year groups/school – home learning 
 
In the event that a whole class or year group or entire school is required to work from home, pupils 
will be expected to follow their normal timetable by logging into the class TEAMS. They can use 
home computers, laptops, tablets, smartphones or any device that has an internet browser, e.g. a 
PlayStation or Xbox, to do this. The activities set will enable pupils to undertake a range of learning 
experiences, including projects, written tasks and research. This work can be completed and 
recorded in a variety of ways, including using exercise books or file paper. 
 
Teachers will use TEAMs to upload work for pupils to complete at home. Learning objectives and 
teacher explanations will be provided to support any work set; this may be via a recorded or written 
instruction and explanation. Teachers will be available throughout the lesson to answer any queries 
posed via the ‘Chat Function’ in TEAMS. They will also be able to provide advice to pupils during 
the lesson through this ‘Chat’ function. 
 
Most pupils will be able to engage in self-directed learning alongside structured learning tasks and 
online teaching. Where teachers decide it is appropriate to do so, they may wish to issue ‘live’ 
explanations, utilising the meeting function on TEAMS, other than through the ‘chat function’. 
 
On Thursday and Friday this week, all staff will be working at home. On those days, work will be set 

for these lessons in advance in the Class Teams for every subject that day, and teachers and pupils 

will be able to communicate via the ‘chat’ function. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

B - Timetable Arrangements – Monday 14th December to Friday 18th December 

Lesson 1 – 8.45 – 9.45 

Lesson 2 – 9.45 – 10.45 

Break - 10.45 – 11.00 

Lesson 3 – 11.00 – 12.00 

Lesson 4 - 12.00 -1.00 

Lunch - 1.00 – 1.30 

Lesson 5 – 1.30 – 2.30 

At present, we are planning to return to school on Monday 4th January 2021.  As this is a designated 

INSET day, all pupils will return to school on Tuesday 5th January 2021. 

As always, with a rapidly changing situation, I may need to write to you again with further or updated 

information. 

C – Track and Trace  

Please be aware that we will continue to carry out the track and trace process with the Local 

Authority and Shared Regulatory Services for every confirmed case of COVID-19 reported to us.   If 

your child is identified as a contact of a confirmed case, they will be required to isolate fully for 10 

days from point of contact. This is a change from the former quarantine period of 14 days.  

D – Staff leaving at the end of Term 

As we approach the end of term, I would like to thank members of staff who are moving on to 

positions elsewhere at the end of term. Ms Katie Pope has been covering a maternity leave position 

in English, and has made a considerable contribution to the department over the past year. We wish 

her well in her next steps. Mrs Amber Davies, Learning Support Officer, will be starting an exciting 

new position as Deputy Manager of Flying Start in Maesteg. Mr Andrew Farrell, Head of Year 11, 

will take up a new role as Head of PE at Cwmtawe Community School in Neath Port Talbot. On 

behalf of everyone at Bryntirion, I would like to thank them for their outstanding contributions to our 

school. Their colleagues and pupils, and the school’s wider community will miss them. 

E – Message from Chair of Governors – Rev Edward Evans 

“How quickly a year passes again – and what a year this has been!  

Each year the ‘Annual Report to Parents’ gives me the public forum to thank the Headteacher and 

the whole staff for their unfailing dedication to the education of our children. However, this year staff 

have been called upon to do things to ensure the safety of our children that we would never have 

contemplated the need for before. All the procedures, and constant updating of them, which have 

been put in place have meant an additional burden for everyone. The way in which all staff have 

responded to these extra demands has been exemplary. Words alone seem not enough to express 

our immense gratitude to everyone who has been involved on a daily basis to ensure the safety and 

wellbeing of all in the Bryntirion family. Pupils too have to be thanked and congratulated on the way 

in which they have responded to this new environment. It has not been easy for them or their  



 

teachers to have to adapt to new ways of teaching and learning, but as they always do, they have 

risen to these challenges and successfully met them.  

I also want to thank you, our parents for the part you have played in all of this. Your co-operation in 

all the school asks of you is gratifying and it is of enormous help and encouragement to the staff to 

know that you have supported all that has been done to ensure your children continue to be 

educated, perhaps in ways which are strange and new to many but nevertheless have been 

successfully implemented to ensure the education, well-being and safety of our pupils, your children. 

Bryntirion Comprehensive School has had, and continues to have, a great future. It is indeed a 

school to be proud of, where every student is helped to achieve their full potential, for their own 

future and the future of our community in spite of all the challenges the current pandemic has thrown 

at us.  We look forward to a more “normal” year very soon. Until such a time working together - staff, 

parents, governors and students - we can all face with enthusiasm the challenges which lie ahead.” 

As we now approach the end of term, I hope that you are able to relax and enjoy Christmas. It will 

not be quite the same, of course, but I wish you and your families a very pleasant and peaceful 

Christmas and Happy New Year. As always, I am also very grateful for your support for your 

children and their school. 

Yours sincerely 

 

RK Pawar - Headteacher  

  

 

 


