
 

 

 

 

Our reference: Autumn Term letter 2018 

Dear Parent/Carer 

As we approach the Christmas break after an exciting and busy term, I would like to 

thank staff, students, parents and governors for their continued support in everything 

we do. We have an ambitious vision for our school, as we strive to provide the best 

possible education for everyone at Bryntirion. 

 

We are pleased that we have been able to offer a huge variety of school events and 

activities for our students during the course of this term. It is encouraging that so 

many students here choose to get involved in these activities and events, all of which 

rely heavily on the goodwill of so many members of staff.  

There is plenty to celebrate at Bryntirion Comprehensive School, with students of all 

abilities and talents achieving well, and enjoying their experience of school life. In the 

final week, we have the school Carol Service (Monday 17th December), and rewards 

trips for those students with excellent effort during the term. 

 

1. Information for Parents 

 

The Autumn Term will end for all pupils on Friday 21st December at 3.00 p.m. 

Pupils and staff are invited to wear a Christmas jumper on the last day and make a 

small donation of £1 in aid of the British Heart Foundation. The Spring Term begins 

for all pupils on Monday 7th January. 

We have two further INSET days planned for 2019: 

Friday 22nd March 2019* 

Monday 22nd July 2019 

 

*This a change to the original date which was previously communicated as April 5th 

2019.  

 

1. Winter Weather 

As you are aware, the school was closed for two days in March 2018 due to adverse 

weather conditions. We will always try to remain open if possible, but this will be 

dependent on the availability of staff and whether or not it is safe to do so. 

Any decision to close the school is taken following a carefully considered risk 

assessment. This is generally based on the availability of staff, the safety of the 

school site and the weather forecast. We will inform you of any closure by text/email 

and updates will be posted on the School and Council websites. Please ensure that 



 

you provide up to date contact details so that you are able receive important 

information. 

Should we need to close during the school day as a consequence of adverse 

weather, we will inform you by text and/or email. Please discuss with your children, 

instructions on where they should go in the event of a school closure during the 

school day (e.g. to go home, to a neighbour or relative). 

2. Communication with Parents 

We have been trying to improve communication with parents this term. Whilst there 

have been some initial teething problems with the SIMs Parent App, we believe this 

has the potential to be a very useful means of communication. I am also grateful to 

parents who were able to respond to surveys issued at Year 9 and 10 parents’ 

evenings. This has provided some very useful information and ideas for further 

improvement and, importantly, plenty to think about. We will continue to consult 

parents fully on key developments at school. We value and welcome the views of 

parents, and will always strive to work in partnership with you. 

3. Attendance 

We are very pleased with overall attendance so far this year; it is considerably higher 

than in the corresponding period last year. However, we are also keen to ensure that 

our attendance does not drop over the winter months. Please be aware that lessons 

will take place every day until the end of term and we are expecting all pupils to 

attend right up to the end of term.  

4. Year 10/11 Examinations 

Most pupils in Years 10 and 11 will be taking GCSE English Literature examinations 

in January 2019, and all will have been given examination timetables for the exam 

series. You will note that some examinations take place directly after the Christmas 

holiday. This means that pupils will need to take responsibility for preparing properly 

during the holiday period and I would encourage parents to they set aside sufficient 

time for study in the run-up to those exams. 

Finally, I hope you all enjoy a peaceful Christmas and a very happy New Year, and 

look forward to seeing all our students return refreshed and ready for a new school 

term on Monday 7th January 2019. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

R K Pawar - Headteacher 

 


