
 

 

 

October 23rd 2020  

Fire Breaker Lockdown – information for parents 

Dear Parent Carer 

I wrote to you earlier this week to communicate school arrangements for the ‘Fire Breaker Lockdown’ 

announced by the Welsh Government. I write now to confirm those arrangements and provide some 

further information. Following the update from the First Minister, Wales will be going into a period of 

firmer measures from 6.00 on Friday the 23rd of October to 00.01 a.m. Monday the 9th of 

November 

Schools will remain closed throughout the half term break.  In the week back after the half-term 

break, Monday 2nd to Friday 6th November, we will operate in accordance with the direction of 

Welsh Government.  From Monday 9th November, all pupils will return to school as normal.  

Who will be able to come to school in the week beginning 2nd November? 

Pupils in years 7 and 8 will attend school as normal from Monday 2nd November.  They will follow 

their Week A timetable for the whole week. This will include the registration period from 8.35 a.m.  

Pupils with designated CARE places are able to attend school, including those in Years 9-11. 

Parents of those pupils have already been contacted by the school. 

Please ensure that pupils are properly equipped for lessons. The school uniform rules introduced in 

the first part of the autumn term will continue to be applied. 

How will learning operate for pupils not attending school? 

Pupils who are not attending school in the week 2nd – 6th November (Years 9 to 13) are still expected 

to continue their studies. Learning time at home can include practising skills and deepening 

knowledge that has already been introduced during time in school, but also could include acquiring 

new knowledge and understanding. Time at home can also allow older pupils to research, prepare 

and think before exploring and consolidating concepts, knowledge and skills. 

All communication and direction will take place via Microsoft Teams. Pupils in Years 9 -13 are 

expected to follow their normal Autumn Term 2020 timetable from 9.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. at 

home by logging into the class TEAMS.  They can use home computers, laptops, tablets or 

smartphones to do this. The activities set will enable pupils to undertake a range of learning 

experiences, including projects, written tasks and research. This work can be completed and 

recorded in a variety of ways, including using exercise books or file paper.  

Teachers will use TEAMs to upload work for pupils to complete at home. Learning objectives and 

teacher explanations will be provided to support any work set; this may be via a recorded or written 

instruction and explanation. Teachers will be available throughout the lesson to answer any queries 

posed via the ‘Chat Function’ in TEAMS. They will also be able to provide advice to pupils during 

the lesson through this ‘Chat’ function. 

Most pupils in Years 9-13 will be to be able to engage in self-directed learning alongside structured 

learning tasks and online teaching. Where teachers decide it is appropriate to do so, they may wish 

to issue ‘live’ explanations other than through the ‘chat function’. In such situations, pupils and staff 

should follow the ‘synchronous learning agreement’ document attached to this letter. Please note 

that there is no expectation on teachers to deliver synchronous learning (live lessons). 



 

Pupils and parents can refer back to online user guides on the school website under the heading: 

‘Letters for Parents’. 

Will pupils be sitting GCSE, AS and A level exams in 2021? 

Education minister Kirsty Williams has stated this week that a decision on next summer's GCSE and 

A-level exams in Wales will be announced on Tuesday 10th November. The Minister has said that 

she is currently waiting on advice from Qualifications Wales, as well as the findings from an 

independent review into last summer’s exam results. She added that both publications are 

scheduled to be released next week, and she will carefully study the findings of those documents 

before providing an update on next year’s exams. 

What catering services will be available during the week? 

School catering will continue to operate as normal for all students attending school.  Students in 

Years 7 and 8 will be able to buy food at break and lunchtime in the normal way. Food will also be 

available for those pupils attending school in Years 9-11. Any student who is entitled to free school 

meals will be able to access their lunch in the usual way.   

Bridgend CBC will provide home deliveries for students entitled to free school meals during the 

October half-term holiday.  This will continue in the week of 2 – 6 November for students in Years 9 

- 13 who receive free school meals.  

Time for a break 

The pupils are certainly ready for a short break now. The vast majority have worked well, shown 

positive attitudes to learning and have enjoyed being back in school with their teachers and their 

peers. 

I cannot speak highly enough of the care, dedication and commitment of the staff at Bryntirion. They 

continue to do their very best for their pupils in challenging circumstances, and very much appreciate 

the many messages of support and gratitude received during the term.  

Once again thank you for your support and patience during the first part of the Autumn Term. Take 

care and best wishes for a good half term break. 

Yours sincerely 

 

RK Pawar 

 

 

 


